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A CITTI rm 


S I R, 
F, by your letter to the Provoſt, you meant well to the cauſe you 
are engaged to ſupport, prudence ſhould have dictated, to at- 


tempt at leaſt the ſemblance of truth, and to avoid the ridicule 


of abſurd aſſertions, Mr vas a member of the Town- 


council before any perſon dreamed that the preſent intereſt was 


ever to prevail there; and he became a magiſtrate before that in- 
tereſt was propoſed. | 


Being well aſſured, that Mr 8 V introduction into the 
douneil aroſe from his being. the friend and partner of Provoſt Stu- 


art, I cannot impute his emergence from obſcurity to thoſe connections 
which you mention. Some of his relations were at that time better 
employed. The great work of their own elevation was a more im- 
portant object to them. 

But what is the obſcurity you | ſbrecily mention Is not Mr 
8 — engaged in the ſame buſineſs in which the father of a 
man, now great; acquired a ſufficiency to portion his younger ſon ; 
who, like the prodigal, waſted it in riotous living, and went into an- 
other land: where he indeed fed not upon huſks ; for he fattened 
upon the ſpoils of his country. 


Infiruftions, it would ſeem, have been neceſſary to the friends of 
| that * man, while fervent unn have ſoothed his arro- 


* 


gance, 


md 
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gance, and flattering aſſurances fed his pride. But the character of 
our Chief Magiſtrate preſerves him from the ſuſpicion of deſcending 
to the one, and therefore muſt have protected him from the other. 

| Service, though familiar to the pen of a hackney'd writer, is diſ- 


agreeable to the ear of a free citizen. Sir L— — may attempt to 
exact from his adherents what it imports, and they may flaviſhly 
comply; but an independent ſpirit will never bend ſo low. If the 
Provoſt had come under bonds and engagements inconſiſtent with 
this ſpirit, . his conduct, like that of ſome of his predeceſſors, 
would have evinced to the public the nature of his bondage, and 
what the reſult was; and he would not have ſtood as he does in 
their opinion. That he came under ſuch engagements, and broke 
them, the public will not believe, either upon the great man's 
word or yours. He has diſcovered zeal in the ſervice of the com- 
munity; but I am afraid, has ſhown too little of that lively ar- 


tachment to Sir L——— which was expected of him; and there- 
fore was, by your friends, juſtly thought inſipid. 

Sir L— — has told you, that the Provoſt of Edinburgh grew 
formidable by affecting his ſervice, and that he employed his own 


intereſt againſt. him. What vanity ! Are the citizens of Edin- 
| burgh ſo blind, as not to ſee, that the greateſt enemy to that in- 
fluence was Sir 1— himſelf ? ? Are they ſo dull, as not to 
have long ago diſcovered, that money will not make up for the 


want of every other qualification in a member of parliament ? ? The 
compliment you make to Mr Doodoho_ ele ſhould not, I think, be 


very agreeable to this immoveable friend of Sir . Is 


he lively too in his proteſtation of firmneſs to that intereſt, which 
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is alone to be the criterion of a good citizen? Is he the only man 
whoſe fitneſs for the office is inſured by his proteſtations of fidelity, 


not to the intereſts of the town, but to thoſe of Sir L—— 
D t It is to be hoped he is. The good Old Town will 
not furniſh many who are willing to be tried by that ſtandard. 

You are pleaſed to ſay, That the Provoſt has had the boldneſs to 
oppoſe his benefaffor. Can you produce any inſtances in proof of 


this inſinuation? I have been long acquainted with the Provoſt ; 


and I never heard of his having received any benefactions from that 
or any other quarter, connected with the city of Edinburgh, or its 
politics, What title therefore had you, or thoſe men of reflection 
and probity whom you ſpeak of, to be ſurpriſed at Mr 8 — 


following his inclinations (ſuppoſe duty out of the queſtion) in op- 


poſing or not oppoſing Sir L——— as he thought proper. 

Your concluding paragraphs you are no doubt very fond of, on 
account of the quaint expeſſions and brilliant thoughts which they 
contain, It 1s generally believed, however, that if duplicity of 
conduct had been any part of the Provoſt's character, his ſucceſs 
would have been more certain. If, prodigal of his reſpects, he had 
| 1miled, and wiſhed proſperity to meaſures he diſapproved of, there 
would have been ſome chance of his being numbered among ſer- 
yants accuſtomed to flatter and betray. But his friends have the 
ſatisfaction to think, that he has acted a very different part; and 
the public has already reaped one benefit from his oppoſition, I 
mean, that reſpectable names appear for the merchant and trades 
council in this eleQion. You may tell your friend, that this would 
not have happened had the Provoſt been his ſlave, | 

AN OLD Mac1sTRATE, 
Edinburgh, Sept, 28. 1770. 
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